

Formed in 2003 the Sandbach School Big Band has quickly developed a fine reputation for musical quality and excellence. 

Based in Sandbach, Cheshire, the band has performed with a number of world class musicians including Derek Watkins (Lead trumpet with the James Last Orchestra, The Beatles, Robbie Williams, Kylie Minogue), Georgie Fame, Andy Scott (Sax Assault), Gordon Campbell (Lead Trombonist BBC Big Band), Simon Williscroft (saxophonist with Duran Duran), Matthew Ford (Lead singer with the Syd Lawrence Orchestra for 5 years) and Elliott Henshaw (Drummer who has performed with Shirley Bassey, Tony Christie, BBC Big Band)

In 2004, the band undertook its first tour to Boston USA and in 2005 they performed three concerts in Berlin before returning to Boston in 2007. 
They have performed at the finals of the National Jazz Festival ‘Music for Youth’, at Birmingham Conservatoire and during the summer (2008) performed for a week at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival picking up two four star awards. 

The group has commissioned two new works for Big Band from Andy Scott (2006 BBC Composer’s Award for Wind writing) as well as arranging and writing many new pieces for the genre. The group was a featured act at the 2007 Primary Proms concert at Chester Cathedral.

 In June 2009 the boys performed a sell out concert with the Bluejuice Band in a ‘James Bond Spectacular’ again sharing the stage with some of the country’s finest musicians.

The group performs a wide range of styles from Swing, Latin, Funk and Pop and has the opportunity of sharing concerts with the Royal Northern College of Music Big Band and the University of Salford Big Band.

The band is directed by the School’s Head of Music, John Barber.
